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Learn from the Mistakes I Made
as a Snowbirder

An unequipped kitchen, lack of work space and pet issues were just a few of our
challenges

By Brette Sember | November 18,2022 | Travel and Adventures
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After 50 years of Buffalo winters, my husband and I were ready to try
something new. My grandparents were snowbirds and my parents have also
been for many years. Why not us? So, in February of 2020 we rented a house
in Naples, Florida, for one month. In 2021, we rented a different house for
January through March.
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If you have a pet, find a vet a few months before you arrive and set up an initial appointment so you have pet health care if

you need it. | Credit: Getty

[ envisioned lazy days by the pool, going to the beach regularly and
luxuriating in not needing a winter coat. Snowbirding ended up being much
harder than we expected and coupled with the stress of the pandemic, it was
less than ideal for us. But I learned a variety of lessons about how to
prepare, what to bring, what to buy and how to make it work.

Clothing

We brought primarily summer clothing (because it was Florida!). However,
given that the weather was absolutely freezing for several weeks, I didn't
have enough warm clothes at all and wished I'd brought more long sleeves,
pants, and socks. On some mornings, [ ended up wearing my winter coat
which I'd used on the drive down.

[ brought all of my bathing suits and given that we had a pool, this was
smart, so I could rotate through them. You need more than a couple if you're
using them daily.

Takeaway: Bring more warm clothes than vou think vou need and know that
¥ y X
you can't overpack swimsuits.

Kitchen

[ knew I couldn't live without one good knife and a small assortment of my
favorite herbs and spices, so I brought these with me and those were good
calls. But I was unprepared for the barebones kitchens.

Neither house we stayed in had:

 Grill tools or a grill pan for fish or veggies
e Enough kitchen towels and potholders

* Small bowls for snacks or small portions

e Salad spinner

e Large drinking glasses (12-16 0z)

e Pitcher

e Nonstick pans that were in good condition
e Large coffee mugs

 Plastic food storage containers

e Food storage bags, foil or plastic wrap

[ bought all of these items at dollar
stores, discount stores and
Snowbirding ended HomeGoods and left them in the

up bﬂillg much house when I went home.
Takeaway: If you like to cook, bring

harder than we
your must-haves with you and plan to

expeCted supplement the kitchen with dollar
store or discount store finds. Order
basic supplies (salt, sugar, flour, tea,

coffee and perishables) by Instacart delivery the day you arrive (put the list

in before you leave home).
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It's easier than ever before to enjoy some winter months in the
sun, as long as you follow these tips

Bathroom

We filled our prescriptions before we left, then transferred them to a branch
near where we stayed for refills. This strategy worked seamlessly. I brought
my hair dryer, but the house had one. Local stores did not carry some of the
basic drugstore brand beauty products I use, so [ ended up ordering online.
The houses each had one bottle of soap, no tissues and one roll of toilet
paper in each bathroom. We were lucky in that there were plenty of nice
towels as well as beach towels.

Takeaway: Order Instacart delivery of paper products and must-have
bathroom items for delivery when you arrive so you don't have to pack them
and can have the items on your doorstep.

Office

[ set up all of our household bills so I could pay them online. I didn't think to
bring envelopes, packing tape, stamps, or scissors and needed all of those
items and had to buy them. We both brought our laptops and work files and
planned to work while we were there, but neither house had desks or office
chairs. I tried working at the dining room table and it just wasn't
comfortable. We bought a used desk, folding table, and two office chairs
from a charity shop and donated them when we left.

Takeaway: Working from someplace is not the same as vacationing, so you
have to make sacrifices or plan to buy what you need to work effectively.
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Mail

Although our bills were set up online, I needed to get the mail. You can only
have your mail held for 30 days. If you forward it, the USPS will not forward
third class (such as magazines: they actually throw them out). If you pay for
a premium forwarding service, they will send all of it, but it is very
expensive. The post office lost things and it took longer than promised for
them to forward mail.

Takeaway: The least expensive and simplest option is to have someone at
home collect your mail and mail it to you in a flat rate box once a week. Or
plan to buy magazines at stores and just have first class mail forwarded.

General Household Living

We completely underestimated how hard it would be to live long-term in a
house that was not our own. It's one thing to stay in a hotel or AirBnB for a
week, but something else to live with someone else's furniture, beds and
linens for three months.

The bed hurt my hips, so I bought a

thick mattress topper and wished I'd
We bought a small brought one set of nice sheets as well

1 illow.
recliner and as my own pillow

armchair With a The living room had one slippery

sectional (very uncomfortable) and no
footstool at a char lty recliners. We bought a small recliner

ShOp so we could sit and armchair with a footstool at a

charity shop so we could sit

Comfortably, and comfortably and donated them when
donated them when ~ Weleft
we left The house came with basic cable and

internet, and we were able to watch

our own streaming services. However,

shows we regularly DVR were not
included, nor was a DVR, so we ended up paying a small amount to upgrade
so we could DVR and see our favorite shows.

We anticipated eating outside on the lanai and converted the dining table
into a workspace. Unfortunately, it was mostly too cold or too hot to sit out
there to eat most nights, so we crammed into a corner of the dining table to
eat.

Takeaway: A rental unit will not have all the comforts of home, so have a
small budget for things you may need to supplement.

Pets

One of the most challenging aspects of our trip was that we brought our two
golden retrievers. The homes we stayed in did not have fenced yards. We
went to a dog beach and a dog park regularly, however both dogs

consistently picked up germs and got sick, over and over, so we finally had
to stop going. This meant more walks and we had to buy flashlights for night
walks.

Finding a vet who could see us was nearly impossible. We ended up at the
emergency service and eventually were able to become patients at a clinic
nearby after several weeks' wait.

Takeaway: Find a vet a few months before you arrive and set up an initial
appointment so you have pet health care. Be prepared to deal with dog park
issues or plan for long daily walks.

Lifestyle

We thoroughly enjoyed having a pool and swam nearly every day. We stayed
close enough to the beach so that we could ride the bikes we'd brought to
get there. This was an unplanned stroke of luck because we primarily went
to the beach at sunset or weekends when parking was impossible to find.
Some lots required resident stickers while pay-per-hour lots filled up before
10 a.m. If we hadn't had bikes, it would have been impossible to easily access

the beach.

We missed our friends and family and felt isolated and alone in a place
where we knew no one. Some people were unwelcoming. Traffic was a
challenge, with all the other snowbirds in town, making it hard to get
anywhere.

Planning activities such as boat tours, kayaking, day trips and hikes gave us
things to look forward to and filled our free time.

Takeaway: Stay somewhere near friends or family so you have a social
network. Research beach access in advance. Plan activities so you don't
focus on the people you miss.

Snowbirding is not a vacation. Actually, living in a rental home or condo is
much different than a short trip. Planning ahead and buying things you can't
live without can make the experience more pleasant and enjoyable.
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Brette Sember Brette Sember is the author of many books about divorce, child custody,
business, health, food, and travel. She writes online content and does indexing and
editing. Read More

Editors Recommendations

Housesitting: A Fun
Way to Travel the 7 Tips for Being a
World on a Dime Vacation Like a Local Successful Snowbird

Support Nonprofit Journalism

Next Avenue is free to consume, but not free to produce. Please become a member
today and contribute what you can. Your gift will go directly to sustaining our
nonprofit journalism so that we can remain free and accessible to everyone.

DONATE TODAY

Learn About Next Avenue

ADVERTISEMENT

STORIES FROM AROUND THE WEB

About Us Newsletters Sponsorship Submissions Contact Us

nextavenue ‘

Meeting the needs and unleashing the
potential of older Americans through media

Mg

) . . A nonprofit journalism
©2022 Next Avenue Privacy PU]]L‘}{ Terms of Use o o N pruduced b}': pt :IBT’I‘ES



https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cubmV4dGF2ZW51ZS5vcmcv
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cubmV4dGF2ZW51ZS5vcmcvc3VwcG9ydC1uZXh0LWF2ZW51ZS8=
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cubmV4dGF2ZW51ZS5vcmcvY2F0ZWdvcnkvaGVhbHRoLw==
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cubmV4dGF2ZW51ZS5vcmcvY2F0ZWdvcnkvbW9uZXktYW5kLXBvbGljeS8=
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cubmV4dGF2ZW51ZS5vcmcvY2F0ZWdvcnkvd29yay1hbmQtcHVycG9zZS8=
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cubmV4dGF2ZW51ZS5vcmcvY2F0ZWdvcnkvbGl2aW5nLw==
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cubmV4dGF2ZW51ZS5vcmcvY2F0ZWdvcnkvY2FyZWdpdmluZy8=
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZmFjZWJvb2suY29tL05leHRBdmVudWU=
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cudHdpdHRlci5jb20vbmV4dGF2ZW51ZQ==
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuaW5zdGFncmFtLmNvbS9uZXh0X2F2ZW51ZS8=
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cubmV4dGF2ZW51ZS5vcmcvd3JpdGVyL2JyZXR0ZS1zZW1iZXIv
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cubmV4dGF2ZW51ZS5vcmcvY2F0ZWdvcnkvdHJhdmVsLWFuZC1hZHZlbnR1cmVzLw==
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly9mYWNlYm9vay5jb20vc2hhcmVyL3NoYXJlci5waHA/dT1odHRwcyUzQSUyRiUyRnd3dy5uZXh0YXZlbnVlLm9yZyUyRmxlYXJuLWZyb20tbXktc25vd2JpcmRpbmctbWlzdGFrZXMlM0Z1dG1fc291cmNlJTNEc2hhcmUlMjZ1dG1fbWVkaXVtJTNEZmFjZWJvb2slMjZ1dG1fY2FtcGFpZ24lM0RmYWNlYm9va19hcnRpY2xlX3NoYXJl
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly90d2l0dGVyLmNvbS9pbnRlbnQvdHdlZXQ/dXJsPWh0dHBzJTNBJTJGJTJGd3d3Lm5leHRhdmVudWUub3JnJTJGbGVhcm4tZnJvbS1teS1zbm93YmlyZGluZy1taXN0YWtlcyUzRnV0bV9zb3VyY2UlM0RzaGFyZSUyNnV0bV9tZWRpdW0lM0R0d2l0dGVyJTI2dXRtX2NhbXBhaWduJTNEdHdpdHRlcl9hcnRpY2xlX3NoYXJlJnRleHQ9TGVhcm4lMjBmcm9tJTIwdGhlJTIwTWlzdGFrZXMlMjBJJTIwTWFkZSUyMGFzJTIwYSUyMFNub3diaXJkZXI=
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_bWFpbHRvOj9zdWJqZWN0PUxlYXJuJTIwZnJvbSUyMHRoZSUyME1pc3Rha2VzJTIwSSUyME1hZGUlMjBhcyUyMGElMjBTbm93YmlyZGVyJTIwb24lMjBOZXh0JTIwQXZlbnVlJmJvZHk9aHR0cHMlM0ElMkYlMkZ3d3cubmV4dGF2ZW51ZS5vcmclMkZsZWFybi1mcm9tLW15LXNub3diaXJkaW5nLW1pc3Rha2VzJTNGdXRtX3NvdXJjZSUzRHNoYXJlJTI2dXRtX21lZGl1bSUzRGVtYWlsJTI2dXRtX2NhbXBhaWduJTNEZW1haWxfYXJ0aWNsZV9zaGFyZQ==
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuaW5zdGFjYXJ0LmNvbS8=
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cubmV4dGF2ZW51ZS5vcmcvc25vd2JpcmRpbmctaW4tdGhlLWFnZS1vZi1haXJibmIv
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cubmV4dGF2ZW51ZS5vcmcvbG9uZ21pcmVzLXphaG4tbWNjbGFybm9uLXNvYXJzLWluLWRhcmstd2luZHMv
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cubmV4dGF2ZW51ZS5vcmcvdGhlLWZyYWlsdHktaW5kZXgtd2hhdC1pdC1pcy1hbmQtd2h5LXlvdS1zaG91bGQtY2FyZS8=
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cubmV4dGF2ZW51ZS5vcmcvbGVhcm4tZnJvbS1teS1zbm93YmlyZGluZy1taXN0YWtlcy8=
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cubmV4dGF2ZW51ZS5vcmcvZmluZGluZy1yZWFzb24tdG8tc3RheS1hbGl2ZS1wYXN0LWFnZS03NS8=
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cubmV4dGF2ZW51ZS5vcmcvdGhlLWpveXMtb2YtbXktaGlwc3Rlci1kb2ctcGFyay8=
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly9mYWNlYm9vay5jb20vc2hhcmVyL3NoYXJlci5waHA/dT1odHRwcyUzQSUyRiUyRnd3dy5uZXh0YXZlbnVlLm9yZyUyRmxlYXJuLWZyb20tbXktc25vd2JpcmRpbmctbWlzdGFrZXMlMkYlM0Z1dG1fc291cmNlJTNEc2hhcmUlMjZ1dG1fbWVkaXVtJTNEZmFjZWJvb2slMjZ1dG1fY2FtcGFpZ24lM0RmYWNlYm9va19hcnRpY2xlX3NoYXJl
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly90d2l0dGVyLmNvbS9pbnRlbnQvdHdlZXQ/dXJsPWh0dHBzJTNBJTJGJTJGd3d3Lm5leHRhdmVudWUub3JnJTJGbGVhcm4tZnJvbS1teS1zbm93YmlyZGluZy1taXN0YWtlcyUyRiUzRnV0bV9zb3VyY2UlM0RzaGFyZSUyNnV0bV9tZWRpdW0lM0R0d2l0dGVyJTI2dXRtX2NhbXBhaWduJTNEdHdpdHRlcl9hcnRpY2xlX3NoYXJlJnRleHQ9TGVhcm4lMjBmcm9tJTIwdGhlJTIwTWlzdGFrZXMlMjBJJTIwTWFkZSUyMGFzJTIwYSUyMFNub3diaXJkZXI=
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_bWFpbHRvOj9zdWJqZWN0PUxlYXJuJTIwZnJvbSUyMHRoZSUyME1pc3Rha2VzJTIwSSUyME1hZGUlMjBhcyUyMGElMjBTbm93YmlyZGVyJTIwb24lMjBOZXh0JTIwQXZlbnVlJmJvZHk9aHR0cHMlM0ElMkYlMkZ3d3cubmV4dGF2ZW51ZS5vcmclMkZsZWFybi1mcm9tLW15LXNub3diaXJkaW5nLW1pc3Rha2VzJTJGJTNGdXRtX3NvdXJjZSUzRHNoYXJlJTI2dXRtX21lZGl1bSUzRGVtYWlsJTI2dXRtX2NhbXBhaWduJTNEZW1haWxfYXJ0aWNsZV9zaGFyZQ==
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cubmV4dGF2ZW51ZS5vcmcvd3JpdGVyL2JyZXR0ZS1zZW1iZXIv
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cDovL3d3dy5icmV0dGVzZW1iZXIuY29tLw==
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cubmV4dGF2ZW51ZS5vcmcvd3JpdGVyL2JyZXR0ZS1zZW1iZXIv
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cubmV4dGF2ZW51ZS5vcmcvaG91c2VzaXR0aW5nLWdyZWF0LXdheS10cmF2ZWwtd29ybGQtZGltZS8=
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cubmV4dGF2ZW51ZS5vcmcvdmFjYXRpb24tbGlrZS1hLWxvY2FsLw==
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cubmV4dGF2ZW51ZS5vcmcvc3VjY2Vzc2Z1bC1zbm93YmlyZC8=
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cubmV4dGF2ZW51ZS5vcmcvc3VwcG9ydC1uZXh0LWF2ZW51ZS8=
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cubmV4dGF2ZW51ZS5vcmcvYWJvdXQtdXM=
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cubmV4dGF2ZW51ZS5vcmcv
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cubmV4dGF2ZW51ZS5vcmcvYWJvdXQtdXMv
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cubmV4dGF2ZW51ZS5vcmcvbmV3c2xldHRlci8=
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cubmV4dGF2ZW51ZS5vcmcvc3BvbnNvcnNoaXAv
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cubmV4dGF2ZW51ZS5vcmcvc3VibWlzc2lvbi1ndWlkZWxpbmVzLw==
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cubmV4dGF2ZW51ZS5vcmcvY29udGFjdC8=
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cudHB0Lm9yZy9wcml2YWN5LXBvbGljeS8=
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cudHB0Lm9yZy90ZXJtcy1vZi11c2Uv
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZmFjZWJvb2suY29tL05leHRBdmVudWU=
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cudHdpdHRlci5jb20vbmV4dGF2ZW51ZQ==
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuaW5zdGFncmFtLmNvbS9uZXh0X2F2ZW51ZS8=
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cudHB0Lm9yZy8=

