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Are Women MNarrowing the
Did you ever notice that Hollywood celebs tend to announce their divorces in the spring and Cheating Gap?
early summer? Last year Gwen Stefani and Gavin Rossdale filed for divorce at that time of year,

as did Jennifer Garner and Ben Affleck. This year, Drew Barrymore and the Osbournes are the

first celebs to file during the "Hollywood divorce season.”

Turns out there is a method to this madness. Divorce lawyer to the stars Laura Wasser is the = Awo commercial: The pup... @
mastermind behind many of the big name celebrity divorces that rock the tabloids (including all
of the Kardashians, Angelina Jolie, Heidi Klum, and Brithey Spears) and in a recent interview she

revealed how she strategizes when to file her celebrity clients’ divorces.

In divorce, timing is everything

Most celebrity cases are filed after the awards season, so that stars don't have to walk the red
carpet alone or face a barrage of questions as they smile for the cameras. They grit their teeth

and get through the award shows so they can file for divorce at a time when they are less in the

public eye,

Wasser also tries to file several cases at the same time, to dilute media attention. This makes it
appear that there is a sudden glut of marriages that are falling apart. However, Hollywood

divorces are so carefully strategized that by the time a couple announces their impending

divorce, it is most likely that the marriage has been over for months and months. During that time,
the couple has negotiated how to resoclve the breakup as well as what exactly they will say to the

media and when they will release the news.

Keeping media eyes off celeb divorces

Wasser has developed other tricks to protect her clients. She tends to file the papers in small
branch clerk’s offices, where they are less likely 1o be leaked. Filing right before a holiday

weekend is another way to keep the media at bay.

She also has tricks up her sleeve to manipulate the court system. She usually pays for a “rent-a-
Jjudge.” In California, judges tend to leave the bench and go into public service at a young age.
They then can be handpicked and paid privately—at a cost of around $1000 an hour—to handle
the cases as arbitrators, an arrangement that has no public courtroom and no testimony to be
witnessed by the media. However, the decisions can be appealed and are made public after the

fact.

What'’s your divorce season?

Is there a good time to file vour own non-Hollywood divorce? Most people prefer to wait until
after the holidays, which explains the surge in divorce filings in January. Most couples also try to

avold filing just before big family events, such as weddings, graduations, or children’s birthdays.

If you are expecting a big financial payout (a bonus, for example), you might want to file before it
s owed, since often assets are divided as of the date of separation. Regardless, if your marriage

can't be saved, at least consider an uncontested divorce—you'll save untold amounts of money,

and not all of us can afford private judges.
Image courtesy of huffingtonpost.co.uk

Tagged #lLoveinthelUS, celebrity, divorce, marriage

| eave a comment

Related articles

LGBT DIVORCE NEWS LGBT
The lessons of Loving for “Gray divorcées” struggle to Is the TSA actually keeping Adoption laws and same-
same-sex marriage find jobs us safe? sex marriage

About Brette Sember

Brette Sember is a former attorney and author of more than 40 books, including The

Divorce Organizer & Planner, The Complete Divorce, How to Parent with Your Ex, The
Essential Supervisor's Handbook, The Complete Credit Repair Kit, The Original Muffin
Tin Cookbook, and The Gluten-Free Guide to Travel. She writes often about law,

parenting, food, travel, health, and more. She blogs at PuttingitAllOnThelTable.com.

View all articles by Brette Sember,



http://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cDovL3N0b3JpZXMuYXZ2by5jb20v
http://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cDovL3N0b3JpZXMuYXZ2by5jb20vZmVlZA==
http://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cDovL3N0b3JpZXMuYXZ2by5jb20v
http://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cDovL3N0b3JpZXMuYXZ2by5jb20vcmVsYXRpb25zaGlwcw==
http://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cDovL3N0b3JpZXMuYXZ2by5jb20vcmVsYXRpb25zaGlwcy9kaXZvcmNl
http://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cDovL3N0b3JpZXMuYXZ2by5jb20vcmVsYXRpb25zaGlwcy9kaXZvcmNlL3doeS1kb2VzLWhvbGx5d29vZC1oYXZlLWRpdm9yY2Utc2Vhc29uLmh0bWwjdGFiLTE=
http://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cDovL3N0b3JpZXMuYXZ2by5jb20vcmVsYXRpb25zaGlwcy9kaXZvcmNlL3doeS1kb2VzLWhvbGx5d29vZC1oYXZlLWRpdm9yY2Utc2Vhc29uLmh0bWwjdGFiLTI=
http://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cDovL3N0b3JpZXMuYXZ2by5jb20vcmVsYXRpb25zaGlwcy9kaXZvcmNlL3Nob3VsZC15b3UtbGVhc2UteW91ci1tYXJyaWFnZS5odG1s
http://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cDovL3N0b3JpZXMuYXZ2by5jb20vcmVsYXRpb25zaGlwcy93aHktYS1zcG91c2VzLXNlY3JldHMtYXJlLWFib3ZlLXRoZS1sYXcuaHRtbA==
http://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cDovL3N0b3JpZXMuYXZ2by5jb20vcmVsYXRpb25zaGlwcy8xMC1zdXJwcmlzaW5nLXRoaW5ncy1pbmNsdWRlLXByZW51cC5odG1s
http://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cDovL3N0b3JpZXMuYXZ2by5jb20vcmVsYXRpb25zaGlwcy9kaXZvcmNl
http://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cDovL3N0b3JpZXMuYXZ2by5jb20vbmV3cy9jZWxlYnJpdHk=
http://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cDovL3N0b3JpZXMuYXZ2by5jb20vbmV3cw==
http://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cDovL3N0b3JpZXMuYXZ2by5jb20vcmVsYXRpb25zaGlwcw==
http://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cDovL3N0b3JpZXMuYXZ2by5jb20vcmVsYXRpb25zaGlwcy9kaXZvcmNlL2FyZS13b21lbi1uYXJyb3dpbmctdGhlLWNoZWF0aW5nLWdhcC5odG1s
http://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cDovL3N0b3JpZXMuYXZ2by5jb20vcmVsYXRpb25zaGlwcy9kaXZvcmNlL3doeS1kb2VzLWhvbGx5d29vZC1oYXZlLWRpdm9yY2Utc2Vhc29uLmh0bWw=
http://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cDovL3N0b3JpZXMuYXZ2by5jb20vYXV0aG9yL2JzZW1iZXI=
http://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cDovL3d3dy51c21hZ2F6aW5lLmNvbS9jZWxlYnJpdHktbmV3cy9uZXdzL2RyZXctYmFycnltb3JlLXdpbGwta29wZWxtYW4tYWRkcmVzcy1kaXZvcmNlLWluLXN0YXRlbWVudC13MjAxNDEz
http://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cDovL3d3dy5ldG9ubGluZS5jb20vbmV3cy8xODgzMDlfc2hhcm9uX2FuZF9venp5X29zYm91cm5lX2FyZV9lbmRpbmdfdGhlaXJfMzNfeWVhcl9tYXJyaWFnZS8=
http://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cDovL3d3dy5ibG9vbWJlcmcuY29tL2ZlYXR1cmVzLzIwMTYtbGF1cmEtd2Fzc2VyLWhvbGx5d29vZC1kaXZvcmNlLWxhd3llci8=
http://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cDovL3d3dy51c2F0b2RheS5jb20vc3RvcnkvbGlmZS9wZW9wbGUvMjAxNS8wOC8wNS93aHktYWxsLWNlbGVicml0eS1kaXZvcmNlcy1sYXRlbHkvMzExMTQyNTcv
http://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cDovL3d3dy5tYXJrZXR3YXRjaC5jb20vc3Rvcnkvd2hhdHMtdGhlLXdvcnN0LXRpbWUtdG8tZ2V0LWEtZGl2b3JjZS0yMDE0LTA1LTIy
http://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYXZ2by5jb20vdG9waWNzL2Rpdm9yY2U=
http://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYXZ2by5jb20vZmFtaWx5L2xlZ2FsLXNlcnZpY2VzL2ZpbGUtZm9yLXVuY29udGVzdGVkLWRpdm9yY2U=
http://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cDovL3N0b3JpZXMuYXZ2by5jb20vdGFnL2xvdmVpbnRoZXVz
http://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cDovL3N0b3JpZXMuYXZ2by5jb20vdGFnL2NlbGVicml0eQ==
http://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cDovL3N0b3JpZXMuYXZ2by5jb20vdGFnL2Rpdm9yY2UtMg==
http://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cDovL3N0b3JpZXMuYXZ2by5jb20vdGFnL21hcnJpYWdl
http://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cDovL3N0b3JpZXMuYXZ2by5jb20vcmVsYXRpb25zaGlwcy9kaXZvcmNlL3doeS1kb2VzLWhvbGx5d29vZC1oYXZlLWRpdm9yY2Utc2Vhc29uLmh0bWwjcmVzcG9uZA==
http://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cDovL3N0b3JpZXMuYXZ2by5jb20vcmVsYXRpb25zaGlwcy9sZ2J0L2xlc3NvbnMtbG92aW5nLXNleC1tYXJyaWFnZS5odG1s
http://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cDovL3N0b3JpZXMuYXZ2by5jb20vcmVsYXRpb25zaGlwcy9kaXZvcmNlL2dyYXktZGl2b3JjZWVzLXN0cnVnZ2xlLWZpbmQtam9icy5odG1s
http://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cDovL3N0b3JpZXMuYXZ2by5jb20vbmV3cy90c2EtYWN0dWFsbHkta2VlcGluZy11cy1zYWZlLmh0bWw=
http://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cDovL3N0b3JpZXMuYXZ2by5jb20vcmVsYXRpb25zaGlwcy9sZ2J0L2Fkb3B0aW9uLWxhd3Mtc2V4LW1hcnJpYWdlLmh0bWw=
http://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cDovL3d3dy5icmV0dGVzZW1iZXIuY29tLw==
http://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cDovL3B1dHRpbmdpdGFsbG9udGhldGFibGUuY29tLw==
http://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cDovL3N0b3JpZXMuYXZ2by5jb20vYXV0aG9yL2JzZW1iZXI=

