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The Quiet Game
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daughter are recuperating from the
recent death ol his wife when he returns to his roots in
Natchez, Miss. to dig his father out of a blackmall situa-
tion. In the course of his visit, Penn meets Caitlin, the
attractive new lemale newspaper editor and happens to
discuss s 20year-old unsolved racial murder, the Del Pay-
ton case, which occurred in the town when he was a child.
His comments are printed and the case again comes to the
forefront of the city's consciousness, with different fac-
tions In the town actively seeking different results. Penn
is alternately pressured to solve the case and to Jet It lie.
in the course of all of this, hishigh school sweetheart,
Livy Marsten, comes to town and his recently wounded
heart does a tallspin. He fearns that Livy’s father, Leo
Marsten (who viclously attempted to ruin Penn's father

ago) is somehow involved in or connected to the Del

mmmmnmﬂlmwtomvu
the truth behind this poorly investigated crime. The FBI
director becomes Involved and Penn's life and the lives of
mmgmbenm ml’mmd:npwllh
only a dayuonolvetlncue_ solution Is exciting,
spell-binding and

In the course of solving the Payton murder, Penn must
defend himself In a related civil lawsuit (the explanation
{ar this 1s too ridiculous to even describe), The courtroom
scenes are short on reality and are far more sensational
and exciting than reality usually provides. Lots of detalls
are lacking, and the rationale for how he ends up defend-
ing the case just does not fly. The reader cannot help but
feel that Penn should have just walked away from the
whole ugly mess.

espite the excitement at the end of the book, the

effort It takes to get there is hardly worth the pay-
_— oa.‘l'bnbookd:‘muwddm with events, both past

present, that out story. Penn must protect
his father from a blackmail scheme,
life with his wife, protect his family from snipers, rescue
someone {rom a fire; be a great dad to his young daugh-
ter, relive romantic moments with Livy, witness an exe-
cution, mourn a close friend, deal with a paternity matter,

relive memories of his

fly to Montana twice, test his survival skills, defend a law-
suit and juggle two women he is attracted to, despite hav
ing been widowed less than a year.

One or two of these things alone are enough for a book,
but the truckload ol events that Penn must wade through
are just unbelievable. The author has many writing talents:
cmﬂngmcvoungmotmandhmm

However, he has too much golag on In
zrﬁleluduwbeabletoh-eplt all straight.
'l'haDeanywn murder itsell Is very complicated, involv-
Ing so many people and so many motives and ¢lreum-

‘stances that It alone Is practically overwhelming. The

additional events simply overload the reader. The bouk
could have been cut by at least a third and retained its
main story line and interesting characters.

Many events just do not add up as lles expects them to,
Throughout the course of a few days, many, many peo-
ple are killed or serlously injured. There seems to be Httle
law enforcement response to any of these events. Penn
spends much time lamenting the fact that his relationship

‘with Livy ended with little explanation alter high school.

But, despite the fact that he feels he lost the love of his
life, he apparently made little effort to try 1o win her back
or to get answers from her. His decision to leave his job
and sell his home in the midst of the mayhiem (o Natchez
seems |1l thought out and untimely.
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Payton's murder Is sprung on him In the linal moments
of the civil trial, him — but no surprise at all to
readers who have w 200 pages for Penn to catch on.
Perhaps the biggest frustration was not belng able to reach
Into the pages and grab Penn by the shoulders and shake
him until he did so,

‘The author does, however, create Interesting characters.
Livy Is particularly fascinating, and fke, a police officer who
Mummﬁnmhummmu\n

guessing. Unfortunately, there are just too many char-
m-ﬁmmlwmm Alfter a bit, same ol
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you start it, you will want to find a way through the snow-
storm of events 80 you can find out the truth,

Brette McWhorter Sember, « nonprocticing allimey and
freelance writer, ts the author of How 1o File orotmoln
New York, Landlords’ Rights and Duties in New York, How

to Form a Corporation In New York and the upcoming Ten
ants’ Rights in New York (Sourceboaks )
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ning a trip? Help your child an-

) the trip and record the ad-
mﬁm with these great books for
on- the-w fun.

Kevin Takes a Trip by Lieshet Slegers (Kane/
Miller, #2002, §7.95). A little boy goes on an
airplane with his grandma for the first time
Designed for toddiers, this little book will
help explain an airplane ride. The whimsical
drawings make the thought of an air-
plane ride fun,

Red Moon
Follows Truck
by Stephen
Eaton Hume
and Leslie Eliza-
beth  Watts
(Orca Book Pub-
lishers, 22001,
$16.95). A boy
and his parents un-
dertake a long driv-
ing journey to move
10 a new place. As
they drive, the boy
encounters  new
places and new experi-
ences, but the moon
always follows him. His
maother explains that the
moon is like their love for
him—it will always be
there. The thought of this continual com-
panionship makes the journey easier for him.
The Hlustrations lend magic to the special
moments in the story,

Tom Mouse by Ursula K. LeGuin, illustrated
by Julie Downing (Roaring Book Press, €2002,
$15.95). Tom lives in a train station but has
# bumning desire 1o see the world, He sneaks
onto a train and begins his journey, Every
night he looks out the window at his friends,
the stars. Soon, the compartment he is in is
occupied by an older woman. He tries to hide
but can't help dancing in the moonlight and
snacking on her food. She sees him but lets
him be. When she finds out that the trains
are fumigated if mice are discovered, she sug-

‘does show that sometimes

gests that he leave with her and she will take
him on all of her travels, Together they see
the world. Longer than
most picture books, this is

with along attention span.

The illustrator has brought

the stary 1o life with warm, f‘ ?'
ot

energetic drawings,
The Berenstain

Bears and Too "‘ :
Much Vacation by
lan and Stan
Berenstain
(Random
House, ©1989, $3.95). This won-
derful book has long been a fa-
vorite at my house—probably
because we've experienced our
share of vacation disappoint-
ments! Papa Bear plans a fam-
ily vacation at a cabin in the
mountains; he is sure it will
be the best time they've ever
had. But, the cabin is dinty,
the roof leaks, the lake is
mucky, the boat sinks, and
the stew he makes is just
awful! It
looks like a
complete disas-
ter—until the bears get home
and relive it through the pho-
tographs they've taken. Sud-
denly they see the humor in
the sitwation and are able w
laugh together at the horren-
dous time they had. Whilethe U
book doesn't offer much en- /¥
couragement for those who

have vacation disasters, it

The Sorprslain Beans g
a story for a preschooler Jf“‘ “\UCH VAC4 day,
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even the worst times can
make the best memories

Kid's Trip Diary (Marlor Press,
©1998, $6.95). Designed for children ages
six to 12, this is a complete trip journal. It
begins with some pre-planning—what the

New National Parks Camping Guide

Get the most from your next national park visit with the National Park Service Camping
Guide 10 over 400 scenic campgrounds and 25,000 sites. This easy 1o use 256-page book in-
cludes all national parks, recreation areas, monuments, lakeshores, scenic rivers, seashores,
historic parks, and preserves. Campground listings include the name and location, when they're
open, number of sites, camping fees, RV length limits, length of stay limits, amenities, reserva-
tion information, and much more.

If you want to know where to camp in National Park Service areas, you'll want this book!
Not sold in bookstores, Available in limited supply for $12.95, plus $3 shipping, from the

Travels with books

child is anticipating and what she wants 1
bring along There is a large section of tw
page spreads where the chil
can record what she did th
including what tk
weather was like, what wi
eaten. what was bought, ar
what she liked the best. Tt
back of the book contains
small section of games and a
tivities 1o play while on tt
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trip.

Kid’s Travel Fun Book t
Loris and Marin Bree (Mark
Press, ©2000, $6.95). Also fi
children in the six to 12 age range, this bo
contains lots of games, puzzles, and creati
space for kids to use while traveling. The
are the usual word games and puzzles, ar
also some great activities with paper, toot!
picks, pennies, and other small objects. Ti
book includes space to draw things seen ¢
the trip and pages to write about things th
happened.

Fodor’s Around.., With Kids, Fodor's, know
for its popular travel guides, now has a seri
of travel books designed for families. T
books are small (just the right size 1o stick
a diaper bag) and are wonderful for paren
or for late elementary
middl

schog

kids

read ¢
theirow
The boo

consist
68 two-pa
spreads fe
turing fami
Y friendly acth
ties sites, at
hotspots, Ea

“great thing
do togethe
provides a far

ily-focused description; basic facts such
hours, phone numbers, and location, as w
as fun facts which will interest kids. Each pa
also includes “Kid-Friendly Eats,” inform
tion about where to eat, and a “Keep in Min
section that offers great tips designed to ma
it easier to get around, save money, and avo
places where younger children will be u
happy or get into trouble. There is also a s¢
tion at the back of each book with tray
games and activities. The series includes |
cations such as Boston, Miami, Washingte
D.C., London, San Francisco, Paris, Chicag
and many more The books are priced at $

cach and written by area parents.
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Hoots, Haunts and Halloween Capers
— for the Young Reader
By Brette McWhorter Sember

Get your family in the mood for pumpkins, ghouls and ghosts with
these spooky Halloween reads:

@z

A Trick or a Treat! A Not-Too-Scary
Window Surprise Book by Keith Faulkner, [llustrated
by Manbar Chavhan ( Dutzan Chrildren’s Books, S$10.99).
The trick  or-treaters in this book sce scary sithouettes
throagh windows, which are revealed as everyday people
and objects when the page is turned. The scary twist ar
the end of the book isn't going to give anyone night:
mares, and the book is grear at encouraging imagination.

. ¢ b est .
oy ST The Scariest Monster

\\\ in the Whole Wide World by Pamela Mayer, llustrated by
Lydia Monks (G, P. Pugniam’s Sows, $15.99). Thea is tived of
C 4 wearing the beauriful Halloween costumes her parents favor
and this year wants o be the scariest monster in the whale
world, Thea and her parents go round and round till
Grandma steps in and makes sure everyone gets what they want. This book will hit
home with carly clementary schoolces, who often Bave their own contrary notions
abour what makes the perfect costumc.

Make Your Own Halloween Treats by Somall
Fry; illustrated by Judith Moffats (Schalasriz, $6.99), This
activity board book lers roddien and preschoolers use the
enclosed stickers to decoraze Halloween party treats.
The story shows children the treats ar the party and
encourages them to decorate their own on the facing
pages. This will give them something 10 do other than
hyperactively jumping up and down for the week before
Halloween ammives!

Out of the Night by Lola Schafer, illustrated by
Roby Gilbery ( Whispering Cowote Press, $6.95). A lirde bay
reads in bed and is visited by Eantastic witches, bats, trolls
and dragons. His imaginary creatures disappear when dad
reminds him of the ime. One lawt scary surprise catches
readers, only to bring laughter at the end.  This brightly
illustrated book will be a year-round favorite and might
help with the motister-in-the-closct syndrome.

John Pig's Halloween by Jan L. Waldron, illus;
trated by David McPhail ( Puffin Books, $6.99). John Pig is
o0 scared 1o go trick-or-treating with his fricads, and
stayy home alone. A visit from a friendly witch inspires
him 1o took and decorate for Halloween. John shares his
creationy with the witch's ghoulish fricnds. Whea his
fricnds arrive home, they cxpect 1o find u sad and loncly
John, only to find & house full of warmeh and rreats for
them to share. The story sends 4 peeded message that
Halloween'is about friendship and sharing, The lavish
costumes are  feast for the cyes.
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