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Easy Ways to Teach Children to Count Money

By Pegagy Epstein, eHow Contributor

Coin Identification

Start teaching kids o count money by making sure they understand the names of every eain (including 50-cent pieces, which are stil viable athough rare). Also
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rickel. Ask kids to line up coins like a train with a 50-cent piece as the engine and the perny as the caboose with the "passenger cars” (nickel, dime, and
quarter) in the correct order according to worth.

Matching Amounts

Rob the change jar and play a matching game by setting out a dirme, for example, and asking kids to think of allernate coins to equal the same amount as a dime
(10 pennies or two nickels or five pennies and one nickel, for example). After kids have mastered the smaller coins, challenge them to think of at least 10
diffarent combinations of coins to equal 50 cents (for example, one quarter, one dima, two nickels and five pennies).

Play Toy Store

Sel up a play oy store by selling out a variety of your child's toys_{bifpfereew show. comihobbies-games/) and attaching stickers with prices under $1 to @ach
toy. Give the child a combination of coins and ask whal koys ha can afford to buy. For example, a hali-dozen nickels and a dozen pamnias might seam like quile
a handful of change. However, if a ball has a 49-cent sticker on it, she will need o figure oul she doesn't have enough; just one S0-cent pieca, howawver, will
waork.

Using Bills

Once kids have a hande on identifying and counting coins, add paper money to the mix. Make 10 stacks of 10 pennies each right next ta a dollar bill and explain

that they both equal 100 cents. Talk about much easier it is to carry around the dollar, and explain that is why people use bills. Next to the one-doliar bill, set out

one of each: five, 10, and 20-dollar bills. Cul out pictures from magazines or catalogs showing items kids might like 1o buy along with the prices. Ask them to

thoose the corbination of bills that would come closest to paying for each iterr, using the smalkest number of bills. For exarmple, a model car
Hhwewwe.ehow.comicars) priced at $7.99 would most easily be paid for with a 10-dallar bill.

Take a Field Trip

Once tha skills listed above are mastered, a child will benafit from a spacial treat consisting of an actual spanding expedition. A trip o an ice-cream parlor or a
doughnut shop will give the child a chance to hear the price (with the tax added on in some states) and then to count out the appropriate amount of money.
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