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from divorce360.com
Age, Education and Other Factors Can Make or Break a Marriage, Studies Show

If you knew graduating from college, waiting a few years to marry, settling down and having a child would
make your marriage last, would you do it? Your answer might be up in the air -- but the statistics are solid as
a rock.

They show that your risk for divorce is significantly less if you do those things. While they can't show whether
you'll be happy or not, experts say they do show your marriage is more likely to last until death do you part.
"People who marry older with more education have the lowest divorce rates," said Betsey Stevenson,
assistant professor of business and public policy, University of Pennsylvania Wharton School.

Stevenson, who studies marriage and divorce statistics, recently used the statistics to develop the Marriage
Calculator, which allows users to examine their risk of divorce compared to others who married about the
same age, have the same education level and have been married for about as long. It also uses historical
census data to predict a user's risk of divorce in the next five years. "No one has done this before," she said.
"People can use this tool to think about hypotheticals."

Keeping in mind that anything more than 7 percent is a high risk, the Marriage Calculator predicts that "The
Hills" stars Heidi Montag and Spencer Pratt have a combined average risk of 12 percent of divorcing within
the next five years.

Though most Americans think the divorce rate is at least 50 percent, the good news is that the number of
divorces has fallen since 1979. Stevenson, who also studied "Trends in Marital Stability" with Wolfers, said
couples who marry today are less likely to divorce than couples in previous generations.

Today's statistics show that a little more than 40 percent of Americans divorce each year. But the risk for
divorce can depend on the circumstances, said Stevenson, who studied divorce rates in "Marriage and
Divorce: Changes and their Driving Forces," research co-authored with Justin Wolfers. "Different types of
people face different divorce rates historically,” Stevenson said.

David Popenoe, co-director of the National Marriage Project, said the age of first marriages has increased
since the 1950s, when women married at age 19. That's climbed from 23 for men and 21 for women in 1970
to 27.5 for men and 25.5 for women in 2006, said William A. Galston of The Brookings Institution, a
non-profit public policy organization.

That's about the age of approval for most parents, according to an as yet unpublished study by Jason
Carroll, an associate professor at Brigham Young University. Carroll recently told USA TODAY that college
students from 18-25 suggested 25 was the best age to get married, while their parents suggested they
should wait another year — until they were 26 — to give themselves a better shot at making it work.

New York Attorney Bernard Rothman, author of “Loving & Leaving: Winning at the Business of Divorce" said
couples tend to divorce after only a few years of marriage. "...Today, people approach marriage differently.
Their philosophy is, 'If it isn't smooth, we'll just get out," he said.

11/30/2008 8:57 PM



What's your Divorce Risk? - Love + Sex on Shine http://astrology.yahoo.conmv/channel/sex/whats-your-divorce-risk-317911/

Sign In for personalized information
New User? Sign Up

Mail= Weather Horoscopes :
R i g ht N OW O n S h i n e Let's talk: Manage My Stuff Write a Post
ADVERTISEMENT

BBHU" start shopping

Braun Series Shavers
Surprise him with one smooth gift

Mmost popular onlove + sex

User post: Is it OK for your BOYFRIEND to
go to the STRIP CLUB?

Sat Nov 22, 2008 6:32pm PST

Is more sex the key to a successful
marriage?

Tue Nov 25, 2008 11:55am PST

Is text sex cheating? You decide.
Tue Nov 25, 2008 11:37am PST

User post: Wife wants him to have sex with

another man
Tue Nov 25, 2008 8:05am PST

Apparently, sex really does sell
Mon Nov 24, 2008 9:57am PST

More Most Popular on Love + Sex »

updates

chatter on shine...

DANE COOK THA BEST
= COMEDIAN IN THIS
DAMNATION!!

by skyjumpa 2 minutes ago

- ‘ From hot to the real thing.

by Sunshine 2 minutes ago

i\ About Me

by Punzel 4 minutes ago

-.(-i
%

answer needed

MR

by Nique D. 5 minutes ago

AHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHF

by Garrett 7 minutes ago

About Me

by Breanna 12 minutes ago

T

See More Chatter »

20f3 11/30/2008 8:57 PM



What's your Divorce Risk? - Love + Sex on Shine

30f3

fashion + beauty

Make Your Makeup Last!

The best and worst of Britney Spears' hair (in
honor of her upcoming birthday, CD,
documentary, comeback, etc, etc)

Soap and Glory: All style no substance

More in Fashion + Beauty »

parenting

My little girl is growing up and
a difficult day looms in our
future.

Crabmommy: Feeling grateful

Holidays on a Budget

More in Parenting »

food

Meatballs: The ultimate
football food

Thanksgiving Musts!

Thanksgiving with a Twist

More in Food »

http://astrology.yahoo.com/channel/sex/whats-your-divorce-risk-317911/

healthy living

Jacuzzi Etiquette

Benefits of Bad Cooks

Survive the holidays without gaining an ounce

More in Healthy Living »

love + sex

Why can't Britney keep a
man?

User post: Online dating sites... does it make
you a loser?

Five fights every couple is having right now

More in Love + Sex »

at home

How to organize a junk drawer

Easy weekend living room makeover

As Thanksgiving traditions go, thisone'sa
gamble

More in At Home »

Community Guidelines Sitemap About Us RSS Directory

Questions or Comments Privacy Policy Terms of Service Copyright/IP Policy Help

Copyright © 2008 Yahoo! All rights reserved.

entertainment

Rap: Out of control or what?!

10 Unforgettable Variety Acts!

YouTube of the Day: Martha Stewart and Snoop
Dogg make mashed potatoes

More in Entertainment »

work + money

Recession-proof your wallet

Entrepreneur by necessity

My family reminds me to work to live, not live to
work

More in Work + Money »

speak up

Remembering 9/11

Now it's your turn: Shine readers’ thoughts on
Sarah Palin

Why we’'re perplexed by Sarah Palin

More in Speak Up »

Yahoo! Shine and the blogs, articles, comments and other features therein are for informational purposes only and provided “as is" without warranties, representations, or guarantees of any kind.
Content on Yahoo! Shine should never be used as a substitute for advice from a qualified professional. Yahoo! shall not be liable for the accuracy, usefulness or availability of any Shine content, and
you agree to hold Yahoo! harmless from any loss, harm, injury or damage resulting from or arising out of your use of or reliance on any Shine content. The views and opinions expressed in an article or

column are the author's own and not necessarily those of Yahoo!.

11/30/2008 8:57 PM



