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by ‘Brette McWhorter Sember

Lam g second generation working mothes And o che horror,
dismay and complers shock of e e working muothern [ would
preter o s seay-at-home s, [ ind myself ficed with ExprCh-
tons complerely opposed to the snes my morher confronted wlen
sl buecame a parent,

My mocher worked as | grew upoand so did her Friends. ! laving s
working morher did not scem (o i o be unisial, 1 thought it wis
rornzal, Many of my friends had nioms who staved herne and g
seemed oddd o me, My morher dismissed (hens, In her eves it was a
waste o time and fntellizenee, Why da one Lbing, when von can do
mwa® she would say, | eame o see matherhood as just one facer of
woman's [k, notas something thar rakes precedence,

My smether has two successful cireers, as g prolesser and an
author. She is 0 woman who “ges things done,” and o ge things
done, she helieves one must bave w career. She ravighe me o believe
Haad paking care of chaldren is o @ career and thar o woman eeds

e i her Life to feel and bevaluable

Meyomorher i aowarm and sonderfil woman whe s very driven,
antd chns sery successful, She s che seandard 1 have alw s -
sureed ooyeelf agaense, Yee, Lam Finding ic harder and harder o live
up to ber and whar she has accomplished, As a child, 1 never fely
adversely attected or neglected because she worked. She loved me
and she foved her career, Being 2 mother was something she fie in
around her professional like,

When [ was born, my mother had mv father bring Ler cypewriter

e her i the hospital so stie could per some worl done, Jeouldn’

%T I_J.

MY MOTHER?’ S

cpectations

even read magazines in the hospiral after o children were borm!
From the beginning, motherhond was not her entire lile or the
vist imporrann part of her life, While ury parents worked, my two
gratchnothers cared for me Unlortumately, this is an option
unvailable to seeond generacion warking mothers, Our marhers
are Just as busy with careers as we are,

As L grew up, there wasan unspaken expectation Hhae | would
have a career,an expectation | shared. [ grew np with 8 dvive 10 sue-
cewl, | belioved rhar i ] was going w ke suceesstul [ would have m
equal her accomplishments, | searted taking college conrses in hagh
school and linished my Bachelirs degree in three vears, meanwhile
ewen inanaging oo et married. | went ta Jaw schaol and planned a
successful, high-powered corporare law carcer, Owr daughter was
Lorn during L school so that these infane and woddler vears
swonld be over when 1 began to worl and wouldn't ingerfere with
Y ot ey o rnaking pactier inoa fieo | wene bacle i law school
s weeks aler our danghrer was born, but oy whole life had
changed, Twanted nothing more than 1o spetid finae with ber, This
was my epiphany. | can neatly break my life inro rwo pieces with
her birth as the dividing line. Mocherhoud complerely aleered my
goals and oy ourlook on Bk,

My marher rook a sabbatical w help me with childcare
emonstrating again hew much she can accomplishl 1 Fnished
lawe schaol, Next came the job interviews. | du ilully donned rhe
navy blue pawer suit (that she helped me select and that she pitid
for), strand of pearls and meoderate heel pmps, hur my heart
wisin i i Ddidn'owanr roowork 30 1o @0 Lowrs @ week B ame of
these peaple and leave my child wich strangers. My mocher told
me thar irs called “paying vour dues” but it was too high a price
fur mes | realize now thae 1 subconscicusly sabarped some job
wterviews, | urned downall vhe job offers | received heeanse rhey
continued

weren't what | wanted,
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The summer that [ ok the bar exam,
my danugheer started daycare. She wiis 1w,
Fur tle first owo weels, Tered each day
when | lefr her Things improved alter
that—I cried only it she did when |
drapped her off, which was mest davs. Damwe
her fur only one hour i rhe evenings chat
simoner [t was mv First and only caste of
the suceessPubarmorney’s work week. | hated
ir, but pot chrough it somehow, My micther
wits stpporLive and underseoad the srress |
was under, What 1 was doing was hard, but
it was rhe “right™ thing in her eves.

I opened my own Law practice and con-
eredled ruy own hours co some exrene. Ml
mother expressed coneern ahout bow |
wentld Find cliencs and baodle the work
without 4 senior partner guiding me. She
implied that this was nor the way to have a
didd,
applaud my independence. My daughrer

successful  career. She hawever,
continned daycare and then went o
preschsol, and 1 juggled my schedule so
that T could rake frequent davs off and pick
her up carly some days. This was balanced
oue by night court, weekend seminars and
incredible stress, | heman o be and feel sue-
cessful with my seercrary, my cell phone,
my siirs and my full valendar Wi relied
on my income, | bad a careerand a family.
I was i professional. T had lived up roomy
mother's expectatinng and my own, [ owas

srresaed oue, | was Ulll]ill.}lﬂ-'.

I wanted another baby, The seress of nry
joh made serring premant dillicelt, bue we
finul!y managed after almndgr 2 vear, |
downsized my practice and moved my
oA h

Al e H @M E MsoTnHe

MAal L s i

affice 1nro the howse in order o be able o

work more easity after the baby was born,
My mother was appalled. This was ool
moving abead with oy career A home
office is unprotessional and dees ot appea
successtul. What would mv clients think?

| stopped working during. the eighth
el of my pregnancy and, though I'm
past the six-weck postpartum peried, 1
haven't vet returned to wark, My deepesr,
dan kst seevet w6 thae | donrwane to, [ have
spent my whole life striving for a groat
careet, | grew up helieving thar thac is whue
grves menning anl satisfaction 1o onel life
1 have long been reving o fill my miechers
shioes and 1 cldnk ] have now realized
they're the wrong style for me.

Family and fricods ask when 1 am
recuriing (o work, When 1 answer rhar |
arm nar sure, they are net sure how to react.
It is now expected chat af you wark, vou

will connue modo so after vour child is
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born. The presumption has shifred. Fo
miarhers peneration 1t was the norm te
Lo with vour kads; now iv is the o
g e work. My mother was brave arid
pendent and tough as nails. She w
things her own stay-at home mothe
not bave, She Faond her o way wil
her mocher o guide her | find mysel
similar predicament. [ want whia
morcher did ot bave, Yet Leel T walll
herand her generarion iF] choose Lo s
home, 1 have a world of possibiliries
o e because of her and what 1wan

reject those possibilicies,

| bave 3 consrant internal stroggle
where (o go from here, We need then
ooy chae D need more to think abou
diaper changes, dinners, hlocks and B
Bur Ewane to breastfeed oy son for 2
a year, L want o he here ro et my wla
aff the buseach day afeer kindergar
the grades beyond. 1 want eo lave o
rhar s somewhal neat, dinners that
thrown toperher ar the last second an
ro phay with the kids. | don’t wanr i
e habwe weich serangers while [ go o
and worry about ether peaplel o
ithar is rhe preat iromy: | primarily o)
chitldlsen in Bamily and diwvorce coun

IF 1 seay bomge [ will [orever se¢
less than my maother, T waork §am
lewing my heart. 1 will be the |
defend working moms; afer all, |
product of one and | think wk
mother did enrviehed o fike 10T we
children will not be irreparably da
Sraying home 15 more about me th
aboue them, | feel my son's babvha
ry dastghrer’s childhood slippiog o
miy Lingers like sand and [ wanrrae

Fise and keep them next o my bear



teel miare whale of T ean give movsell and
rry Bt them,

[ have learned imporeant lessans Fram
Iy ‘-‘-'Urlh".ng mother, She lias demm lraed
serength, independence and the dive 1o
sucvced. e has shown me howe b iﬁlj | can
climb and what climbing melwods are ar
ary ddisposal, [owill Borever admire Jur
Hivvever, Lean climb mountains aliwer my
childyen e vlden She tanshe me o he o
independenr thar 1 wamt to opt out of the
carcer bartlefichd, The independence she
gave e s ae grear thar | am able ro reject
her idea of independence.

For now, 1 will probably flear in an
nnsertled mediim of o part-tume Law prac-
tree and Full time motherbood, | will con-
bantue o struggle with the choees my
mether Fas given me fove her Tor all slhe
hias done Lor e, vet loblow che pach mw
Lyt posnes v kneeing thas my Tife s Gl

of v lue, JE‘lL‘i‘lI'ljl'l;_'_ and satislactaon,
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