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Holiday gift list: books for the Perceptive Traveler

Posted on Wednesday, November 14th, 2012 by Kerry Dexter

A memoir from a talented artist who draws deep into her roots in place for her work, an unusual

view of a piece of Ireland’s past, an unexpected look at life in medieval times, a seasonal story, a

book that traces the history of cookies, a pocket sized series of guidebooks on the world’s great

cities: Something there for many a perceptive traveler’s holiday gift list……

Though no one lives there now, the rocky and windswept Blasket Islands off the southwest coast of

Ireland held small close knit communities for centuries. Robert Kanigel tells of times of transition in

the first half of the twentieth century as scholars, linguists, and travelers came to the Blaskets, and

looks at the idea of stranger, encounter, community and travel through stories of their visits and

the stories of they people they met in On an Irish Island.

Sissy Spacek knows a good bit about place and encounter, from her

years spent growing up in small town north Texas, a background which

she takes into her art as an actor. While her memoir My Extraordinary

Ordinary Life is the story of a life spent in art, it is also a story of family,

both the one she came from in Texas and the one she created with

husband nd fellow artists Jack Fisk. Warm humor, dry wit, artistic

insight and and a thoughtful restraint in personal detail make this a

good read for all interested in engaging story, from a woman whose

acting credits have included Coal Miner’s Daughter, Badlands, The

Help, Raggedy Man, In the Bedroom, and Missing.

Want something to eat while you read, or perhaps there’s a cook on your gift list? Cooks and

historians both will go for Brette Sember’s Cookie: A Love Story: Fun Facts, Delicious Stories,

Fascinating History, Tasty Recipes, and More About Our Most Beloved Treat. She’s got holiday
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